Sylvia & Peter
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How did you meet? “After chatting over satellites for a few years,
we finally met in person in the Channel Nine car park in
December 2013. We co-hosted Weekend Today together for four
weeks after that, and the rest is history.”
How did you choose the venue? “Ooralba Estate was the only
venue we looked at. We loved the idea of a country wedding
with the beautiful Australian backdrop of Kangaroo Valley.”
What type of bride were you? “I like to think I was a decisive
bride, although others might disagree. We kept everything pretty
simple and just focused on the big four: food, drinks, flowers
and the band.”
What was the theme of your wedding? “In one word: fun!
More than anything we wanted to throw an awesome party.

The theme was inspired by the rural property, which is brimming
with natural beauty.”
Tell us about some of the styling details. “Ooralba is so stunning
in its own right, we didn’t need to work hard on decorations. We
kept it simple and focused heavily on the flowers as a way to
enhance the beautiful backdrop. And we also wanted to stretch the
celebrations out across the weekend, so the Southern Highlands
was perfect: far enough away to lure people into staying the night,
but close enough for everyone to get back to work on Monday.”
Tell us about your menu: “Food was a big focus for us, because
we love the stuff! Events by Aria catered the dinner in the style of
Matt Moran’s restaurant Chiswick, with share plates including
his ridiculously good slow-cooked lamb shoulder.”

▲

Sylvia Jeffreys
and Peter
Stefanovic
on the grounds of
Ooralba Estate,
Kangaroo Valley.
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Set against the beauty of Kangaroo Valley,
the wedding of Nine Network TV
journalists Sylvia Jeffreys and Peter
Stefanovic was a fun weekend celebration.
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Sylvia wore a
princess-style silk
organza dress by
her friend, designer
Rebecca Vallance.

Big smiles shared
after the couple
take their vows.

The bridal
party share a
happy moment.
Bridesmaids are in
“Desert Rose” dresses
by Rebecca Vallance.

“Our florist,
Caroline Miller,
has a beautifully
whimsical style –
she made everything
look freshly cut and
effortless,” says
Sylvia.
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DRESS: Rebecca Vallance custom gown
RINGS: Nader Jewellers
SHOES: Stuart Weitzman
BRIDESMAIDS’ DRESSES: Rebecca
Vallance custom gowns
GROOM’S ATTIRE: Armani
HAIR: Morgan Hill
MAKE-UP: Simone Forte
FRAGRANCE: Michael Kors by Michael Kors
PHOTOGRAPHER: Daniel Griffiths
VIDEOGRAPHER: Untitled Films
VENUE: Ooralba Estate, Kangaroo Valley
CATERING: Events by Aria
FLORIST: Flowers on the Mill
MUSIC: The Baker Boys Band and
Elliott Hammond from the Delta Riggs
FIRST DANCE: Nothing Can Change This
Love by Sam Cooke
INVITATIONS: Paperjam Studio
EVENT STYLIST: White Top Venues
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The couple hit the
dance floor during
the night-time party.
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Secret Garden
roses were the
main feature in
the bouquets
and arches.

Tell us about your dress and why you picked it. “Rebecca
Vallance has been a good friend of mine for a few years. She has
made several dresses for me in the past and she nails it every time.
I went to her with a basic idea and she brought it to life. The fabric
she chose was exquisite: a frayed French lace with subtle sequin
detail woven through. The entire process took about six months.
I couldn’t have dreamed of anything more perfect for me.”
Who did you have in your bridal party? “My big sister was my
maid of honour and she was joined by my sister-in-law Jenna
Stefanovic, and good friends Meggie Palmer and Alison Ariotti.
They are incredible, inspiring, intelligent, fun women who’ve
been with me through significant stages in my life.”
Did you involve friends and family in other ways? “Our good
friend Stevie Marshall performed the role of celebrant. It was
incredibly special to be declared husband and wife by a close
friend. We also asked our eldest siblings to deliver readings
during the ceremony. And, in lieu of hymns, we asked everyone
at the ceremony to join us in singing songs that hold special
significance for us: Wonderwall by Oasis and Better Be Home
Soon by Crowded House. It was a risk, but ended up being one of
the most memorable parts of our day.”
Most memorable moment from your wedding day? “There are
so many! But I can’t stop thinking about the moment our MC,
Tim Gilbert, introduced the bridal party into the marquee at the
beginning of the reception. The couples danced in one by one as
the band played Shout by the Isley Brothers. The energy inside
the marquee when Pete and I entered was better than electric!
Everyone was up on their feet, dancing and cheering, waving
napkins in the air. I’ve never felt a room vibrate like that.”
■

Designer Rebecca
Vallance makes
adjustments
to the gown.

Little White Book
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